

Case Study


Dowry Harassment

Mitaben Rajubhai Patel – Village Sandhida

Mitaben left hr in-laws’ house because she could not bear mental and physical harassment by her in-laws’ family. She came to her parents’ house in Sandhida village with her three year old son. Her in-laws aksed her to bring jewelery and cash from her parents. Her husband suffered a loss in money market and asked to bring Rs. 1 lakh from her father. Mita refused to do so. She was severly beaten with a stick and was branded by a hot iron. They even threw phynyl on her. As the harassment grew into actrocity Mita left husband’s house and informed her parents. They contacted social activists group.

The in-laws were served a notice and were aksed to be present in the meeting. They did not appear. So one more notice was served and they were informed of the possible legal action against them. At last, Mitaben’s in-laws, husband and other relatives and community members came. Mitaben narrated narrated how she was illtreated. The disucussion was quite hot. In addition to the activists, the community leaders also participated in the discussion. 

At last the activists’ group leader and director of the organization asked “what do you wish?” Do you wish that her home is broken? Can we find some way out for the couple to live peacefully? At last the husband consented not to make demands for jewellery or money and expressed willingness to stay separate. By the pursuation of leaders, Mitaben’s parents – inlaws also consented to let the couple live separately. A compromise agreement was made and was signed by the all parties. Mitaben straight away went with her inlaws and now she stays in her separate house. 

